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India’s acclaimed psychedelic rock band PARVAAZ embarks on first major 
international tour bringing soaring melodies and expansive soundscapes to 

Toronto and surrounding area 
 

 
 
Toronto, ON – Parvaaz (Urdu for flight), a millennial rock band from India with an Eastern 
feel, a Western appeal and a global soul, is coming to Canada in the coinciding year of 
Canada’s 150th and India’s 70th anniversaries. 
 
A psychedelic rock band best known for their high-energy live performances and expansive 
soundscapes, this Canadian tour marks Parvaaz’s first official overseas tour. 
 
The group will perform at various venues around Toronto, Hamilton and Brampton over the 
course of three weeks. Tour dates include: 
 
Aug 18 – Monster Rock Orchestra, Garden Square, Brampton 
Aug 20 – India Day Festival, Nathan Phillips Square, Toronto 
Aug 24 – Small World Music, Toronto 
Aug 26 & 31 – Poetry Jazz Café, Toronto 
Sep 2 – Jammercue hosted by Brokeman Records (TBD) 
Sept 7  – The Hideout, Toronto 
Sep 8 – Live at Halo, Hamilton 
Sept 9 – The Hideout, Toronto 
Sep 10 – An Evening at Small World Music, Toronto 
 
Parvaaz's sound is best described as a haunting soundscape of blues rock and psychedelia 
with profound, philosophical Kashmiri and Urdu lyrics layered over it. They use poetry in 
their lyrics and melancholy in their sound to deal with common human experiences and 
ideas. Parvaaz’s sound shifts seamlessly between heavy arena rock and soulful acoustic 
songs. 
 
Over the past six years, Parvaaz have released an EP (Behosh, July 2012), their first full-
fledged album, Baran (August 2014), which received an overwhelming positive response 
from fans and critics alike, including a four star review from Rolling Stone India, and two 
brand new singles, Shaad and Colour White (2017). Their music drives a National Film 
Award winning Indian documentary, Soz - A ballad of maladies, and their popular song, 
Beparwah, will feature in a soon-to-be-released mainstream Hindi film, Vodka Diaries. The 
band is currently touring extensively in India while working on their sophomore album. 
 
Comprising two Muslims, a Catholic, and a Hindu, Parvaaz was brought together by ties of 
humanity, respect and love of music. In doing so, they embody a diverse modern India, not 
unlike modern Canada.  
 
For a band whose music has such a distinct identity in its members’ own heritage, this tour 
represents an opportunity to present that to a completely new audience. This combination of 
staying true to one’s roots while going out of one’s comfort zone is reflected in the tour’s 
name, A Rooted Departure.  
 

mailto:josee@duranleau.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auZ3HeKB0-o
https://youtu.be/S5Dwokhn1-I


 
 
 
When other bands from India have previously toured Canada, their music has either been in 
the fusion genre, led strongly by their ethnicity or completely Western. 
Parvaaz, however, bring with them a balanced palate of the East gift-wrapped in the West, 
the past woven with the present, soaring vocals thrust higher by a progressive soundscape 
and melancholy submerged in beauty. Waves of delayed gratification lay in store, waiting to 
wash over their unsuspecting listeners in the Greater Toronto Area later this month and 
next. 
 
Parvaaz are: Khalid Ahamed (vocals and guitar); Kashif Iqbal (guitar and vocals); Fidel 
D'Souza (bass guitar) and Sachin Banandur (drums and percussions). 
 
A ROOTED DEPARTURE 
PARVAAZ CANADIAN TOUR 
Aug 18 Monster Rock Orchestra 

Garden Square | 12 Main St N, Brampton 
  Begins at 6PM | Free Admission 
  
Aug 20  India Day Festival 

Nathan Phillips Square | 10 Queen St W, Toronto 
All day event | Free Admission 

  
Aug 24 Small World Music 

180 Shaw St, Toronto 
Doors open: 7:30 PM | Showtime: 8 PM | Tickets: $20 

  
Aug 26 & 31  Poetry Jazz Café 

224 Augusta Ave, Kensington Market, Toronto 
Showtime: 9 PM  | Tickets: $10 

  
Sept 2  Jammercue hosted by Brokeman Records (TBD) 
  
Sept 7  The Hideout 

423 College St, Toronto 
Showtime 9 PM | Tickets: $10 

  
Sept 8  Live at Halo 

341 James St N, Hamilton 
Showtime 6 PM | Tickets: $10 

  
Sept 9  The Hideout 

423 College St, Toronto 
Showtime 7:30 PM | Tickets: $10 

  
Sep 10 An Evening at Small World Music 

180 Shaw St, Toronto 
Doors open: 2 PM | Showtime: 2:30 PM | Tickets: $20 
Doors open: 7:30 PM | Showtime: 8 PM | Tickets: $20 

 
www.parvaazmusic.com 

 
– 30 – 

 
Parvaaz’s music is available for listening at: 
https://soundcloud.com/parvaaz-1 
 
Parvaaz’s music is available for purchase at: 
https://www.oklisten.com/parvaaz 
 
Facebook: /parvaazmusic 
Twitter: @parvaazmusic 
Instagram: /parvaazmusic 
Youtube: /paarvaazmusic 
 
For interviews please contact Josée Duranleau of Duranleau Communications at 
josee@duranleau.com or 416-652-7672 

http://www.parvaazmusic.com/
https://soundcloud.com/parvaaz-1
https://www.oklisten.com/parvaaz
mailto:josee@duranleau.com


P A R V A A Z 
 

 
 
HISTORY 
 
Over the last seven years, Parvaaz have released an EP (Behosh, July 2012), their first full-
fledged album, Baran (August 2014) and their latest singles, Shaad and Color White (2017). 

 
Originating in the voice and guitars of Khalid Ahamed and Kashif Iqbal in 2010, Parvaaz's 
music is instantly identifiable thanks to the Urdu and Kashmiri lyrics of its songs. 
 
In July 2015, the band recorded a live performance at Jagriti Theatre in Bangalore. 
Filmmaker, Gokul Chakravarthy, who curated this performance named "Transitions" also 
produced and directed a live concert film that was released in early 2016. Gokul, led by his 
partner at purplepatch, Chaithanya Kommamuri, is incidentally co-presenting this 
Canadian tour as well.  
 
The band is currently touring extensively in India while working on their second album and are 
on the verge of their first international tour – a one-month sojourn to Canada in August-
September, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1xCBS2z4P4&t=1888s


PARVAAZ MEMBER BIOS 
 
KASHIF IQBAL  | Born: Srinagar, Kashmir, India | Instrument: Lead Guitars/Vocals 
About: After a brief stint as a vocalist with a Delhi based band, Kashif started pursuing music 
in Bangalore once he moved to the city for his graduate studies. That is where he met his 
estranged middle school friend, Khalid Ahamed. The two soon discovered a common affinity 
towards certain sounds and types of music. Their jamming sessions and introduction to the 
vibrant and open music scene in Bangalore helped them found Parvaaz around 2010. 
Kashif’s work on the electric guitar shapes the soundscape of the band’s electrifying range, 
and provides the lyrical elements that form structure. About his early influences and his 
constant search for the perfect sound, Kashif says, “Pulp Fiction etched an indelible standard 
for creative output in my head. Once I watched that film, I decided I won’t watch anything that 
is lesser in quality. That film pushed me far in many ways.” 
 
KHALID AHAMED  | Born: Srinagar, Kashmir, India | Instrument: Lead Vocals/Guitars 
About: Always interested in music from a young age, Khalid’s searing vocal range is the 
essence of the band. Along with Kashif Iqbal, Khalid is responsible for Parvaaz’s seminal 
acoustic sounds and is considered one of the finest vocalists of his generation. As a 
songwriter, Khalid’s ease of communication allows for an almost laidback access to his 
culture and roots. About their songs, Khalid says, “We mostly write songs about human 
nature because most things important arise from that. We are concerned with the roots of 
everything…the tree that grows out is all we see but the root is responsible for a lot of what 
you see.” 
 
SACHIN BANANDUR  | Born: Bangalore, Karnataka, India | Instrument: Drums/Percussion 
About:  Raised in a musical family – his father Mr. Kempaiah Banandur is a renowned 
Kannada folk singer - under his father’s respected tutelage, Sachin took a liking to Indian-
styled percussions like the Daf, quite naturally. After working in Bangalore as an in-demand 
session performer, Sachin started work with Parvaaz in 2011, on the recommendation of a 
festival organizer. His talent as a visual artist is also evident in the band’s artwork and 
imagery. “Initially, I wasn’t sure what my place would be in a Hindi-rock band but once I heard 
their music, I decided I had to be part of this. The way they approached their music was so 
passionate and uncompromising, I got a feeling we are going to be in this together for a long 
time to come,” recollects Sachin of the initial meetings with Kashif and Khalid. 
 
FIDEL DSOUZA | Born: Mangalore, Karnataka, India | Instrument: Bass 
About: Hailing from the Southeastern coastal town of Mangalore, Fidel grew up in the rich 
Catholic tradition of choir music and the coastal musical traditions of “Baila”. His mother often 
sang in festivals and other occasions in the local community. A performing bassist with 
multiple acts, Fidel reconnected with Sachin while working in Bangalore and eventually took 
over duties once an opening for a bassist arose in Parvaaz in 2010/11. “There were always 
Jim Reeves cassettes, Engelbert Humperdink cassettes lying around at home. Once I saw 
guitarists on MTV, I knew I had to learn to do what they were doing. Eventually, I joined 
Parvaaz as a bass guitarist because that would get me into the band as a working musician. 
That’s the only way anyone becomes a bass guitarist. No one wants to become a bass 
guitarist, otherwise!” quips Fidel in a light-hearted reflection upon what might have led him to 
his role as a bassist in Parvaaz. 
 
 
 
 



SONGS 
Beparwah 
Khufiya Dastaan 
 
VIDEOS (of live performances): 
Ab Ki Yeh Subah 
Gul Gulshan 
 
OFFICIAL MUSIC VIDEOS 
Colour White 
Shaad 
Beparwah 
 
 
PRESS 
 
“The strongest force in the indie music scene …all kinds of soul-stirring…”  – GQ, India, 2017 
 
“…one of the few dynamic Indie acts to stay true to its roots.” – radioandmusic.com, 2017 
 
“…new, fresh, original and mind-blowingly addictive…” – HeadphoneZone.in, 2015 
 
“Khalid really is one of the best front-men in the music scene in India… Kashif’s guitar adds 
the wind to the band’s flight.” – DNA (leading Indian national daily), 2015 
 
4 stars for Baran, Parvaaz’s debut album – Rolling Stone, India, 2014 
 
“blown away by the music, the performers, the vibe, the energy, and the band’s stage 
presence.” – IndieEarth (leading Indian independent music blog), 2014 
 
“Parvaaz, who write songs in Urdu and Kashmiri, have defied genre typecasting” 
– Rolling Stone, India, 2012 
 
“Parvaaz, where music flies” – The Hindu (leading Indian national daily) 
 
 
BAND INFO 
 
Parvaaz’s music is available for listening at: 
https://soundcloud.com/parvaaz-1 
 
Parvaaz’s music is available for purchase at: 
https://www.oklisten.com/parvaaz 
 
Website: www.parvaazmusic.com 
Facebook: /parvaazmusic 
Twitter: @parvaazmusic 
Instagram: /parvaazmusic 

 

https://soundcloud.com/parvaaz-1/beparwah
https://soundcloud.com/parvaaz-1/khufiya-dastaan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrUOotzYi38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Q8ifoWUPaQ
https://youtu.be/S5Dwokhn1-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auZ3HeKB0-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNmiN43iAyQ
https://soundcloud.com/parvaaz-1
https://www.oklisten.com/parvaaz
http://www.parvaazmusic.com/

